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from Turk: . " But the morc widely accepted interpretation of the 1962 crisis, and

the period  »at followed, is that on the whole Khrushchev backed down; and that.
‘Russia agr | specifically to leave west Jierlin alone. In the process, Russia to some
extent tacit: accépted a status that implic~ military inferiority to the United States,

So mu; - for the background. In tc: }_s‘qfn‘gquzjght devclopments scveral things -

“have causi.: uncasiness in Washingtofitabe -+ Ru3Sias exact intentions. Specifically: ...
. e v e egtE TR L e . . o IR
(i; __ +sia’s anti-missileimissile system:.The evidence, admitted by Mr.

McNawara, that the Russians are-building up a highly sophisticated anti-missile
- defence system (see ForeioN Report, No. 982, 973, 955 and 942 of last year) has
shaken a lot of Washington’s cognoseenti, if it has not made a great impact on the public
' ~ consciousness. There will be mounting clamour in Congress, especially from the
Republicans, for the United States to reply in kind—a step which the Secretary of
‘Defence has been reluctant to take, L - o AU
‘ (ii) The cases of Kazan-Komarek and Wortham: Vladimir Kazan-Komarek . . o
is the Czech-born American travel agent who on October g1st was hauled off ‘an |
Acroflot planc in Prague during an unscheduled stop, between Moscow, and Paris, . "~ .
He was charged with crimes against the Czech state, allegedly committed 20 years @ - - %
ago, and is now awaiting trial. (Before catching the planc he rather idiotically sent a R ,
. "jocular postcard to his wife: “ From Russia with Love . .. 007 ”.) Wortham is the ©..~ . | ;
: - young Arkansan who was recently given three years in a Russian labour camp after .-
| : bejng found guilty of changing dollars into black market roubles, and stealing a cast-iron - L
‘ ' bear from a Leningrad hotel. ' ' ' D
Many officials in Washington feel that Russia is cynically trying 'to use these two
cases as levers to sccure the releasc of Igor Ivanov; the top-ranking Russian spy, who - ..
is now serving a 20-year sentence in a New Jersey jail. If so, the manoeuvre is proving .© =
counter-productive. The Americans arc-angry over both episodes, and say there is . . .
00 qucstion of a deal involving Ivanov.’ Perhaps more seriously, some people arenow . . .
. : questioning whether the agreement for a Moscow-New York' direct air service (due .5+ '
B to start this spring) should be ratified. ‘ gk R EE PSS
! ' S (ili) The Vietnama war: Vietnam focuses the new Amerifan attitude of
" ) uncasiness about Russia. It is not merely the scale of Russian military assistance to
P the North Vietnamese which worries and annoys the Americans; the most significant \ i
development is a subtle shift in some Americans’ inlerpretation of Moscow's motives. Some . " RO
top-ranking Amecrican diplomats were saying until very recently that Russia wanted . . . . [~
- the whole affair over and done with; others are now whispering aloud their suspicion. . -
~ that Moscow may be rather “ enjoying  the situation in a way that charitable western
. observers had not supposed. . Though outwardly the Administration still looks to N
L0 - Russia to help find a peaceful solution, private suspicions are growing that: (2) Moscow =~ .. o
o * s in no hury to pull American chestnuts out of the fire, and (b) the Russians may = . .., |
: -~ secretly relish both the Americans’ discomfiture over the bombings, and the possibility . - o
‘ oo of the United States' embarking on a collision course with China. . (At the moment, S
! the State Department and the Defence Department are both striving desperately -to.
'S avert such a clash.) - : dreend e
R ' - v If a chilly phase in Washington’s relations with Russia and eastern Europe does ©: & & -
- set in-again, how will it express itself? There are one or two ominous straws in, the - D .
~wind. « The’ Administration’s*plans for an expansion in east-west trade—said to.be” ' = ‘5. |~
acherished project.of the President-+now stands little chance; in; the :new Ciongress,
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